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The chorale will round out the concert season celebrating 
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composer, clinician and adjudicator, Nancy Grundahl.  

Grundahl holds vocal performance degrees from St. Olaf 

College and the University of Minnesota.  She currently 

directs the Riverside Singers of Augsburg College and the 

Concert Choir of Angelica Cantanti (a youth choir based 

in Blooomington, MN) and is the Director of Music at 

Mayflower U.C.C. in Minneapolis.  More than 60 of her choral 

arrangements and compositions have been published.
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Singers in Accord is uniquely structured as a singer-led organization, dedicated to 
exploring our humanity through performances of culturally diverse choral music. The 
auditioned chorale collaborates with a new conductor, performing artist or artistic 
ensemble in each concert, to create distinctive concert experiences for its singers and 
audience members. Singers in Accord strives to enrich the cultural life of Minnesota 
communities through outreach, education and innovative performances. 

The chorale was founded in 2009. It is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation that does 
not employ paid staff. Singers in Accord is administrated entirely by volunteers, 
most of whom are from within the chorale. Because of this, financial support given 
is tax deductible and goes directly to supporting its artistic mission and community 
outreach efforts. 

To that end, the ensemble strives to make concerts free, where possible, or extremely 
affordable, so anyone who wishes to experience a high-quality musical performance 
has the opportunity to do so without an economic barrier. 

For more information, please visit: singersinaccord.org.

Singers in Accord: Exploring our humanity through choral music Message from the Chairman of the Board… 

We are pleased to welcome you to “Ignite the Spirit of Love,” our second collaboration 
with the very talented J.D. Steele, Fred Steele, the MacPhail Community Youth Choir 
and Suzuki String Ensemble. In addition, we are extremely excited to welcome to our 
stage “Minnesota’s Master Male Vocalist,” Robert Robinson. 

Our mission is to engage and uplift our community through collaborative choral 
music. At a time when division and pessimism seem so pervasive, this concert 
brings us together—our musical partners and you, our audience—to make a musical 
statement about goodness in our community and the positive impact we can make by 
working together.

In addition, we gather tonight to benefit a local organization that works every day 
to enhance the quality of life of many members of our community. Partnership 
Resources, Inc. works with its clients to develop their individual skills and talents with 
both vocational opportunities as well as through the visual and performing arts. We 
are aware that while we each have different abilities, we are all linked together tonight 
through our shared love of music. 

Immediately following the concert, you will have an opportunity to make a donation 
to directly benefit Partnership Resources. Please consider making a gift to this very 
important organization. Since Singers in Accord is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit corporation, 
your donation is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for being here. It is our hope that the music tonight will leave you feeling 
uplifted and connected to us and to each other, and aware of what a truly blessed 
community we are.

Dan Digre                                                                    
Chairman of the Board/Singers in Accord 

Cover art: My art is connecting with the creative expression that manifests by 
being grateful for life and observing the natural world. To connect I feel incredibly 
happy. Through my art I hope to inspire others and share the positive energy I receive.    
At times I enjoy the creativity in transforming words and letters so that they blend 
together and behave as though they are part of nature and more alive. 

When I painted “Live Love” I wanted to convey a simple message, and felt I could do 
this by embracing a child-like heart when I began the creation process.  The abstract 
natural forms in this piece are of a person, a tree, a spiral of seasons, and a river that 
flows through the center and outward.  The message is to open up, to become alive, 
and live by letting a spring of love flow through you from within.  

“Live Love” by Jaison Cianelli/cianellistudios.com

Interior art: Jenny loves animals and her favorite subject is her beloved cat 
Willow. Her whimsical style and use of bright colors reflect her unique personality.

“Willow” by Jenny S. Click on “PARTnerships” at partnershipresources.org

Partnership Resources, Inc./Creating partnerships 
between people with disabilities and the community

Partnership Resources, Inc. (PRI) provides vocational, cultural and community 
opportunities for adults with developmental disabilities. They are among the longest-
standing programs of this type that provide innovative programs and opportunities 
for the individuals they serve. PRI currently provides services for about 250 individuals 
at three locations and 40 job sites within the Twin Cities community. Their programs 
are tailored to meet the unique needs of their individual clients. In 2007, PRI started 
a performing arts group in partnership with the MacPhail Center for Music. One of its 
latest successes has been the creation and release of the award-winning documentary 
film “Born for the Stage,” which takes a look at how a production happens and 
how it affects the actors, their families, the production crew and the community. 
Furthermore, “Born for the Stage” fits in perfectly with PRI’s tenets: to increase artists’ 
self-esteem, to breakdown stereotypes and myths and to add beauty to the world.



J.D. Steele returns to direct Singers 
in Accord after their wildly successful 
collaboration in 2011 benefiting the 
Shangilia Youth Choir of Kenya.
J.D. and his dynamic musical siblings, 
the Steeles, have been a fixture in 
the Minnesota music scene since the 
mid-1980s, touring internationally 
and garnering countless major music 
awards and accolades. J.D. began his 
career singing and arranging jingles 
for local and national clients, including 
Kodak and Target. Through the years, 
J.D. has produced, performed on, 
and recorded countless albums and 
has established himself as a sought-
after songwriter and composer.
Working with students is a passion for 
J.D. He has taught and developed music 

workshop curricula across the U.S. for K-12 students as well as university 
music programs. He also currently directs the MacPhail Community Youth 
Choir (MCYC), bringing together youth in grades 9-12 from throughout the 
Twin Cities area for music and friendship. The group of energetic young 
people is open to students of all skill levels and performs many styles 
of music, including jazz, gospel, pop and East African. MCYC performed 
with the Shangilia Youth Choir of Kenya at the Flint Hills International 
Children’s Festival in June of 2010 and more recently was honored to 
perform at the inauguration of Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton.

Mr. Steele has been commissioned for 14 musicals for the stage. His latest  
commissions in 2011 were at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis for 
Seamus Heaney’s “Burial at Thebes” and at the History Theater in St. 
Paul for “A Civil War Christmas.” He is also a Bush Artist Fellow.

For more information on J.D. Steele, please visit thesteelesmusic.com.

Collaborating Director, J.D. Steele Message from J.D. Steele… 

I am so honored again to work with the wonderfully talented group known as Singers 
In Accord. Working with them now feels like family, as we have bonded once again 
to present a concert that has been both fulfilling and inspiring for me as an artist. 
Last year this organization benefited my choral group, Shangilia, in Kenya, towards 
the building of our new school. Because of their effort and the collaboration of many 
others, like you, we are breaking ground on a new school/home for them in Nairobi, 
Kenya, this coming July. This group of human beings never ceases to amaze me with 
their talents, compassion and dedication to their mission. Last year we recorded the 
live performance to produce a truly memorable CD and concert experience. This year 
we are benefiting Partnership Resources, Inc. This organization is dedicated to training, 
educating and developing the skills of developmentally disabled adults. I sincerely 
want to thank Singers In Accord for bringing this wonderful group of talented artists 
and dedicated staff into my life. They have left an indelible mark on my heart and soul.

This year’s concert features not only the talents of my brother Fred Steele, 
and the talented instrumentalists in the band, but also the amazing talent of 
Mr. Robert Robinson. His contribution to this performance is immeasurable. 
His voice moves and inspires the inner core of our souls. Pianist Bill 
Munson is immensely talented and always a joy to collaborate with.

Once again this year we open the show with “Brazilian Rhyme” – part two. This 
is a progressive piece by Maurice White of Earth, Wind and Fire, continuing from 
last year’s recorded opening. I am so honored to have this group perform some 
of my original material in concert. “I Will Be Right There” is a song that I wrote for 
my family “the Steeles” a few years ago. We only performed it once and I was very 
excited to arrange it for this choral performance. “Be A Miracle” is a composition 
I wrote while rehearsing with this group as I was inspired while we were all going 
through life together. Stuff happens when you love, live and sing together. I have long 
been influenced by the music of the late great Bishop Walter Hawkins. “I’m Going 
Away” and “Strange” are songs I have long been familiar with. They are classics!

The MacPhail Center for Music has given me a wonderful opportunity to 
develop and work with the MacPhail Community Youth Choir (MCYC) for the 
past two years. These talented teens have put the wind under my wings for 
many rehearsals and performances. To watch them grow is nothing short of 
amazing. I feel the same emotions for Katherine Wood and the MacPhail Suzuki 
string section. “Walk On, Talk On” and “Only Being Human” are songs that I 
wrote and recorded for MCYC. Along with “Soon I Will Be Done” and “Deep 
River,” these songs help to honor the spirit of this Black History month. 

The performers from Partnership Resources, Inc. join us on the 
beautiful song “Tomorrow.” written by one of my favorite writers, 
Siedah Garrett (who also wrote Michael Jackson’s “Man in the Mirror”). 
This song truly expresses the spirit of our total collaboration.

It is my hope that you are inspired and uplifted by tonight’s performance. It 
is truly love that lifts us always. Thank you for participating in this experience 
with us. Any additional contributions other than what you have made 
tonight to Partnership Resources, Inc. will be greatly appreciated.

J.D. Steele



Robert Robinson grew up on the North side 
of Minneapolis where his father was pastor 
of a church and his mother a soloist. Robert 
began singing as part of the Robinson 
Children when he was six years old, and 
was directing the church choir at age 15. 
Robert began to experiment with his 
musical gifts outside his church community 
as a young adult, singing at weddings and 
small corporate functions. He started a 
gospel choir at Minneapolis Community 
College in 1990, and soon quit his data 
processing job to lead the 100-member 
Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir, 

heralded by Minnesota Monthly magazine as “the state’s most decorated 
group.” Robert toured with Lorie Line’s Christmas show for 15 years, with 
appearances on PBS and at Target stores nationwide. In addition, Robert 
played a featured role in Theatre de la Jeune Lune’s “Nightingale” (1991).

Robert was producer, creative director and promoter of his own 
touring schedule, named one of the “Ten Best Holiday Shows” by 
Twin Cities Metro magazine in 2007. Drawing inspiration from gospel 
greats, Robert Robinson works in his own genre, combining ministry 
of gospel with a music experience rooted in soul. Robert is a noted 
clinician, giving master classes across the United States, while still 
finding time to be a two-time national karaoke champion! 

With the launching of his 2010 “Signature” CD, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
described Robert as “a volcanic talent.” The Salt Lake City Desert News 
described his performance as “glorious,” and the Star Tribune found Robert 
to be “a soaring presence.” Minnesota’s Insight News distinguished Robert as 
“a beloved institution,” a nod to both his service to the community and his 
sterling life’s work. Artists look to him for affirmation. Fans adore his inclusive 
personality. They don’t necessarily have to embrace gospel to embrace Robert, 
and that is alright with him. It’s all about his soul. robertrobinsonmusic.com 
 

Robert Robinson, Vocalist

Fred Steele, Pianist/Vocalist

Fred Steele is in constant demand for 
corporate shows throughout the United 
States.  His voice can be heard on countless 
voiceovers and vocal advertisements for 
companies including Levi’s and Wilsons 
Leather. His Inspirational Gospel CDs for 
Compass and Lifescapes are still a top-selling 
series in the United States today.  He is a 
noted composer, arranger and producer.  His 
acting and singing in the musical production, 
“Mahalia,”  the soundtrack for which is 
available from Promised Land Productions, has 
taken him on tour around the United States.

Kenyari Jackson, Percussion
 
Kenyari Jackson has been playing drums professionally since the tender 
age of eight. He has performed with Minnesota’s First Family of Soul, 
The Steeles, James Greer and Nu Friends, the U of M Gospel Choir 
and the National Baptist Convention. He has performed in national 
houses like the Historic State Theater, Ordway Center for Performing 
Arts, The Guthrie Theater and O’Shaughnessy Auditorium, as well as 
the Illusion Theater. Kenyari has studied under some of the nation’s 
best drummers, including Michael Bland, formerly of Prince and The 
New Power Generation, Trenaud Grahm, formerly of the Grammy 
Award-winning Sounds of Blackness, Larry Robinson and Darryl 
Boudreaux of The Steeles and Sounds of Blackness. He is currently 
heard every Sunday at Progressive Baptist Church in St. Paul.

 
Yohannes Tona, Bassist
 
Yohannes Tona is one of the most regularly employed, most sought-after 
bass players in the Twin Cities. He has played with the Grammy Award-
winning Sounds of Blackness, Minnesota Music Award winner Alicia 
Wiley and a host of others. Presently, he backs piano virtuoso Nachito 
Herrera each month at famed nightspot The Dakota and the legendary 
Dr. Mambo’s Combo, Monday nights at Bunker’s (Mpls). He played the  
Paris Jazz Festival with iconic guitarist-composer-vocalist Jef Lee Johnson, 
has backed The Steeles, Darnell Davis & the Remnant and, in 2008, 
released The Yohannes Tona Band’s debut CD, “Sands from the Desert.” 
 
Born in Awassa, Ethiopia, to a mom who sang spirituals and a dad 
he describes as “the baddest organ and accordion player in town,” 
Yohannes picked up acoustic guitar when he was about eight. After 
high school he studied at Yared Music School, in the Ethiopian capital 
of Addis Ababa. By the time Tona set his sights on Berklee College 
of Music (Boston), he was playing so well, he earned a scholarship. 
In the midst of his studies, a friend invited him to St. Paul. Word of 
his musicianship got around and the friend landed Yohannes a job 
as musical director for St. Paul’s Ethiopian Evangelical Church and 
a scholarship to continue his studies. Presently, he’s writing new 
material as well as producing other local and international artists.

South St. Paul Male Chorus Singers

Singer’s In Accord would like to recognize and thank members of the 
South St. Paul Male Chorus (SSPMC) who have graciously given of their 
time and talents for this collaboration. For six decades, members of 
SSPMC have been the city’s ambassadors of song. What started out as 
a one-time gathering to honor one of South Saint Paul’s own has turned 
into a tradition that chorus members say gets stronger with each season. 
The chorus made its first public performance on April 17, 1943, when a 
group of businessmen, teachers and others performed at South Saint 
Paul High School to honor native son Harold Stassen, who had recently 
resigned as Minnesota’s governor to serve with the Navy in the Pacific 
Ocean. SSPMC still has a rich tradition of male chorus music to this day.



PRI Glee Club Singers

MacPhail Community Youth Choir

Allison Baldridge

Marisa Bingham

Rachel Dunleavy 

Dupree Edwards

John Hanson

Geordy Levin

David Mills

Nik Neiss

Alex Schnaar

Zach Schwartz

Renee Solarz

Tammy Waldorf

Kamia White

Jordan Arritt 

Tanner Chase 

Nicole Collins 

Jazzey D 

Koko Dehn 

Jasmine Dickerson 

Kevin Dustrude 

Tabitha Edwards 

Alexus Fulkersona 

Julian Jones 

Isa Kibira 

Selena Kibira 

Jade Kroone 

Tajah Matanah 

Theo Menon 

Devyn Nevels 

Donni Owen 

Deanna Powell 

Jasmine Powell 

Sedona Quam 

Angelina Ramsey 

Essence Randle 

Precious Randle 

Martha Rausch 

Kadeeja Rivers

Ar’tesha Saballos

AJ Sanchez

Jamie Sommers

Arielle Thibodeaux

Parker Thibodeaux

Zaria Thigpen

Lennox Thornswood

Emma Tyler

The MacPhail Community Youth Choir (MCYC) is open to all students in grades 
7-12 and is directed by J.D. Steele of the Steele Family. Singers are exposed to 
jazz, gospel and pop styles of music with a special emphasis in East African music. 
Past performances of MCYC include The MN State Fair, Governor’s Inauguration, 
Ordway Center, Flint Hills International Children’s Festival with Shangilia Youth 
Choir from Nairobi, Kenya, and other high-profile events. The choir meets year-
round, September through June, and is free of charge to all participants.

The Suzuki String Ensemble 
participants for this concert are:

Violin—Rebecca Bergmann, David Coltz, 

Sarah Coltz & Miranda Van Pilsum  

Cello—Michelle Gomez

Bill Munson, Pianist/Singers in Accord Accompanist

Bill Munson is the Music Director at Faith Lutheran Church in 

Forest Lake, MN. A Minnesota native, Munson holds a Bachelor of 

Music in Piano Performance from the University of Minnesota and 

a Master’s of Music in Collaborative Piano from the University of 

Colorado. Bill has studied piano with Dr. Alexander Braginsky and 

Professor Robert Spillman and has served as a Vocal Coach at 

Metro State College of Denver in Colorado. Bill and his wife, Lisa, 

and their dogs, Schubert and Chopin, currently live in St. Paul. 

Singers in Accord

Soprano

Rachel Christensen *

Gloria Fredkove

Lori Hanken

Jan LeClair +

Penny Meier +

Lisa Munson

Becky Pansch

Maria Reichow

Schele Smith

Angela Trucano

Kim Wetteland

Bass

Steve Bauer #

Mike Borg +

Dan Digre +

Sheldon Klukas

Kevin Larsen

Mike McCann

Dana Skoglund *+

* Section Leader

+ Leadership Team 

# Singers from SSPMC

Tenor

Joel Bierbach

Dale Fletcher #

Clayton Miller #

Dean Miller *

Michael Mullins

Bill Munson

Donald Richard #

Paul Skavnak

Ken Williams +

Alto

Jan Ackley Malecha

Judy Arnstein

Etta Bernstein

Jessie Clausen

Monica Degeneffe

Rosalie Eldevik

June Griffin

Jody McCormick *

Sheri Williams

Stephanie Young-Teske



Brazilian Rhyme   Maurice White/arr. J.D. Steele  
 Singers in Accord

I Will Be Right There Words & Music by J.D. Steele 
 Singers in Accord

Something that you needed me to be

Creating those memories

When Love was lost and we were lost in love

We were so sure then

As the days go by and the seasons change

As life starts to rearrange

We would laugh as we would surely cry

You can be sure that

I will be right there

I will be right there for you

I will be right there

I will be right there for you

Looking at the heroes who’ve gone by 

Forsaking the wings of love

Time will tell, as time will surely fly

You can be sure that

Memories of Love gone past

Oh how they last

Being what you needed me to be

‘Cuz I really care for you

As the days go by, know that I’ll be by your side

Never want no more I’ll be right there for you

Whether rain or shine, know that you’re a friend of mine

I will be right there, I will be right there for you

Written by J.D. Steele 

for this performance.

Inspired by a month-long trip to Argentina and Brazil by band member 
Maurice White, “Brazilian Rhyme” is one of the songs on the 1977 All ‘N All 
album by the Chicago-based band Earth, Wind & Fire. The album won a 
Grammy for Best R&B Vocal Performance by A Duo, Group or Chorus in 1978. 
Earth, Wind & Fire was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2000. 
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Be A Miracle 

You can be a miracle to someone you love

You can be a miracle to someone in need

Don’t just think about it, do what you can do

Be a miracle even to me

Be a miracle, give love for free

Every single day there’s an opportunity

To show a little love to someone else

Never far away there’s a land called misery

It will never let us forget

Woman on the corner holding that sign

Two little children behind

There’s hope for the hopeless if you believe

You gotta give to receive

Love never makes its own mistakes

Always a choice of the heart

‘Cuz we’re free to choose what we can do

Sometimes we miss the mark

All of us can only find our own way

Come whatever or come what may

Family in trouble, take time to care

Sometimes it’s you that they need

This is the world 

premiere of this 

piece, written by 

J.D. Steele for this 

performance.

 Words & Music 
by J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord
Suzuki String Ensemble

Special Acknowledgments:  
University Lutheran Church of Hope—Providing rehearsal space to Singers in 

Accord as Artists in Residence for the 2011-2012 Season • Gita Varner—Singers 

in Accord box office manager • Fred Pielert of Fred Pielert & Associates • 

Kim Hoelmenn of Hoel Design • Michael Waite—program design & lay-out



Strange  
 

Strange, my burden’s lighter

Strange, my pathway’s brighter

Ever since love came and took control

I feel brand new, and so will you,

If you let love come into your life

The mountain’s not so high

And the valley’s not so low

The road is not so rough

And the going’s not so tough

Joy in place of sorrow

Hope, hope for tomorrow

Ever since love came and took control

I feel brand new and so will you

If you let love come into your life

The mountain’s not so high

And the valley is not so low

The road is not so rough

And the going is not so tough

Joy—in place of sorrow

Hope—hope for tomorrow

Ever since love came and took control

I feel brand new and so will you

If you let love come into your life

If you let real love come into your life!

I’m Going Away  

I’m going away to a place I’ll live eternally, 

A special place prepared just for me; 

I’m going away, I‘m going away, 

no more tears or sorrow over there,

We will live free from every care; I’m going away. 

One of these mornings it won’t be long, 

you will look for me and I’ll be gone. 

Going to Glory to sing and shout, 

there’ll be nobody there to put me out; 

I’m going away. I’m going away 

to a place prepared just for me,

A special place I’ll live eternally; I’m going away. 

I’m going away. It won’t be long. We’ll meet again. 

Soon and very soon we’re going to see the King.

These songs were originally performed by Walter Hawkins.  

Brother of Edwin Hawkins, he helped to establish The Edwin 

Hawkins Singers, whose hit song “Oh Happy Day” became one 

of the first gospel songs on the mainstream music charts. 

Spiritual Medley  

Deep river my home is over Jordan. 

Deep river Lord, I want to cross over into campground.

Soon I will be done with the troubles of the world. 

Going home to live with God. 

I want to see my maker, going home to live with God.

Spirituals are religious songs which were sung by African people enslaved 
in America. Taken to America and forced to live without their language, 
religion, and culture, it’s hard to imagine how the slaves survived. 
But out of their ordeal, the Negro Spiritual was born. This medley 
celebrates Black History Month with a tribute to the traditional spiritual 
which laid the foundation for the popular Gospel music of today.

 Words & Music by Walter 
Hawkins/arr. J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord

Robert Robinson, Soloist

Words & Music by 
Kirkpatrick & Clark/

arr. J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord

Traditional Negro 
Spirituals/arr. J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord,  

Robert Robinson,  
Soloist 

Suzuki String 
Ensemble

Singers in Accord: Ignite the Spirit of Love Concert Program



Being Human

There’s a tenderness to all that’s on this Earth

And a necessary balance we all share

There is gravity that keeps us on the ground

And we’re all connected, so we gotta care

But there are things that happen out of our control

That will always connect us, soul to soul

There’s a majesty the universe surrounds us with each day

Some we can control, and some we can’t defend

There are battles in life we will win

And some that we will lose

That is what you get for only being human.

When our heads are connected to our hearts

And compassion rises to the top

As we go through all life’s ups and downs

We must love and never ever stop

We cannot control the wind and the sea

But we rise above all catastrophe

Only human

That is what you get, we’re not defeated yet

Only human

No matter what you do, all of us go through

We must understand that all of us belong

To this ever evolving fragile race

And the elements of life we can’t control

They will challenge us to come face to face

With the times in life we must go through

And in the end, we refuse to lose

Singers in Accord: Ignite the Spirit of Love Concert Program

Walk On, Talk On

Mother Tubman took it underground

Brother Martin started marching ‘round

And Muhammad Ali made us see

That every one of us could take a stand 

and finally be free to be

The ones who overcome

See the bright rising morning sun

We will fight the battle to the end

Together we will win

Walk on my brother

Talk on my sister

Everybody’s got somethin’ to say

‘Bout how to make a better way

‘Sista Rosa caused a bus fuss

Made a difference for all of us

Paved a way for change in history

How we came this far it ain’t no mystery, no mystery

No matter what the future holds

The story will always be told

And the soldiers out there in the field, 

Keep fighting on to keep it real, keep it real

Gotta keep the light on shining bright

For the many voices came before

Every one of us can make a difference

You need to say, say what you say

We’ll find a way

Ooh walk on, walk on

Ooh come on, come on

Ooh talk on, talk on

Ooh come on, come on

‘Gotta find a way to make a better way...

Walk on, talk on, walk on, talk on...

 Words & Music 
by J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord,  

Jordan Arritt & Jasmine 
Dickerson Lead Vocals

MacPhail Community  
Youth Choir 

 Words & Music 
by J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord,  

MacPhail Community  
Youth Choir 



Love Lifted Me  

I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore,

Very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more,

But the Master of the sea heard my despairing cry,

From the waters lifted me, now safe am I.  

Refrain:

Love lifted me!

Love lifted me!

When nothing else could help,

Love lifted me!

From sinking sin he lifted me, with tender hands he lifted me

from shades of night to blades of light

I’ll praise his name, I’ll praise his name

he lifted me 

The text for this song is based on the familiar story of how Peter went to walk on 
water, and as he became afraid and began to sink, he cried to the Lord to save 
him, and was lifted out of the water by Jesus. The composer of the tune, Howard 
Smith, wrote many hymn tunes, yet only this one is well known. He was an active 
musician throughout his life and served many years as an organist in Connecticut.

Singers in Accord: Ignite the Spirit of Love Concert Program

Words &Music by 
Rowe & Smith/
arr. J.D. Steele

Singers in Accord

MacPhail Community  
Youth Choir

Tomorrow  

I hope tomorrow will bring

Better You, Better Me

I know that we’ll show this world

We got more, we could be

You should never give up on your hopes and your dreams

You better get up, get out get into it, get it on to be strong.

If we try we can fly to a whole ‘nother place.

All we need is belief and a smile on our face.

We can go anywhere we want

Any road we decide to take

And we’re never never never too far

From tomorrow today.

Tomorrow is ours in a place where there’s love

We know that now is the time.

To have faith in our song

You know we’re all in this world

And we all can get along

We gotta get up, get out,

Get over it, get it on to be strong.

Tomorrow is just for us to share

And we’re ‘gonna send a message of love out everywhere

There’s a promise of love tomorrow has

And it’s something special we know will last and last

‘Cuz we’re never far away, never

One thing I can always be sure of

Far away, never

The promise of today

An instrumental version of this song was originally recorded by brothers George 
& Louis Johnson in 1976. Years later, Siedah Garrett wrote lyrics to the song, and 
it was recorded by Quincy Jones with Tevin Campbell singing. This new version 
appeared on both the R&B charts and the Billboard Hot 100 in the early 1990s.

Words & Music by 
Garrett & Johnson/

arr. J.D. Steele
 

Singers in Accord, 

PRI Singers &

MacPhail 
Community  
Youth Choir

Experience energizing rhythms and 
soothing harmonies in J.D. Steele’s 
inspiring musical arrangements 
performed in 2011 by Singers in 
Accord with special guests: Fred 
Steele and students from the 
MacPhail Community Youth Choir 
and Suzuki String Ensemble.
 
You will groove to “Brazilian 
Rhyme” and the Doobie Brothers 
classic “Taking It to the Streets,” 
smile as you sing along to Carole 

King’s “You’ve Got a Friend,” and be uplifted by the 
inspirational messages in “Hold On,” “He Will See You 
Through” and “Be Grateful.” The album also features 
two traditional Swahili chants and a stirring original 
composition by J.D. Steele titled “Love as One.”  
 

CDs available in the lobby today!
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