
Sing with the Earth!

Singers in Accord with Nancy Grundahl 
 
proudly present...®

Choral Ensemble

Saturday May 12, 2012, 7:30pm  

at Mayflower Church, U.C.C., Minneapolis

7:00 p.m. preconcert talk with Steve Heitzeg

Sunday May 13, 2012, 4:00pm  

at White Bear Lake Unitarian Universalist Church, Mahtomedi

3:30 p.m. preconcert talk with Steve Heitzeg

[Front cover] Main photo, “Addo Starry Sky” is the starry sky over the Addo Elephant Park in South 

Africa copyright ©2012 orkomedix; Inset photo, “Earth Full South Pacific” is copyright ©2006 FlyingSinger 

& [Back cover] “Dickcissel” shot in Farmington, Utah is copyright ©2011 Fool-on-the-hill. 

All three photos were found on Flickr.com and  

made available under an Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.0 license

If you missed Singers in Accord’s 

performances with J.D. Steele, you 

can now experience the amazing 

energy of these concerts in Singers in 

Accord’s debut CD!  You will groove 

to “Brazilian Rhyme” and the Doobie 

Brothers classic “Takin’ it to the 

Streets,” smile as you sing along to 

Carole King’s You’ve Got a Friend,” 

and be uplifted by the inspirational 

messages in “Hold On,” “He Will See 

You Through” and “Be Grateful.”   The 

album features two traditional Swahili chants and a stirring 

original composition by J.D. Steele titled “Love as One.”

 

CDs available in the lobby today!

2637 32nd Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN  55406 

singersinaccord.org®

Choral Ensemble



Message from the Chairman of the Board...

I am pleased and excited to welcome you to 
the final concert of our third season. 

Tonight we are truly honored and excited to welcome our 
collaborator, Nancy Grundahl.  Nancy has created a program 
that deepens our appreciation for beauty in both the music that 
we are making and in that which is available to us every day in 
the natural world.  From all of us in SIA, thank you, Nancy, for 
giving us a musical experience so full of beauty and grace.

As with all artistic ventures, we rely on you, our audience, to support  
us financially in our mission. Singers in Accord has no paid staff,  
so any financial support you give goes directly to funding our artistic 
mission and community outreach. Since we are a 501(C)(3)  
non-profit corporation, your donation is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for being here. It is our hope that the music tonight will leave 
you feeling uplifted and connected to us, to each other, and to the 
power of choral music. Throughout history, choral music has expressed 
the depth of the human spirit in a way that no other art form can.

Dan Digre, Chairman of the Board

Singers in Accord is uniquely structured as a singer-led organization, dedicated to exploring our 
humanity through performances of culturally diverse choral music. The auditioned chorale collaborates 
with a new conductor, performing artist or artistic ensemble in each concert, to create distinctive 
concert experiences for its singers and audience members. Singers in Accord strives to enrich the 
cultural life of Minnesota communities through outreach, education and innovative performances. 

The chorale was founded in 2009. It is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation that does not employ paid staff. 
Singers in Accord is administrated entirely by volunteers, most of whom are from within the chorale. 
     
To that end, the ensemble strives to make concerts free, where possible, or extremely affordable, so 
anyone who wishes to experience a high-quality musical performance has the opportunity to do so 
without an economic barrier. 

For more information, please visit: singersinaccord.org.

Singers in Accord: Exploring our humanity through choral music
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Please support Singers in Accord

Without your generous donations, our mission in 

the community simply would not be possible.

Donation envelopes can be left today at the 

Singers in Accord donation table. Donations are 

also accepted online at singersinaccord.org

You may also mail a contribution to:  

2637 32nd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN  55406

We are grateful for the support from 

these generous donors:

A peek at our next season:

November 2012: Singers in Accord 

with Dr. David Mennicke, Professor 

of Music & Chair of the Concordia 

University Music Department

 

February 2013: Classical and 

Folk Music of Central & South 

America Singers in Accord with 

Dr. Peter Hendrickson, Associate 

Professor Augsburg College

May 2013: Middle Eastern Harmonies 

& Jewish Choral Music Singers in 

Accord with Dr. Joshua R. Jacobson, 

Professor, Music Director Choral 

Activities & Chairman of the 

Department of Music, Northeastern 

University, Founder & Artistic 

Director of Zamir Chorale, Boston.

Program note from Nancy Grundahl
“May Earth’s song reach us in our deepest, wildest places!”

elcome to “Sing with the Earth”, an interactive concert that will take 
us on a unique choral journey to rediscover our relationship with 
Mother Earth.  We invite you to join us in singing with the Earth, but 

also listening TO the Earth as we contemplate the future on this planet.  Choral 
pieces of contrasting colors, textures, rhythms, melodies and meters describe the 
magnificence, intricacy, fragility and beauty of the Earth and all its creatures. 

The powerful words of many fine poets have inspired the creation of this evocative music, and 
the wisdom of several indigenous cultures is represented as well.  It seems that the musical 
expression of these texts could not be rendered in common meters such as 3/4 and 4/4!!!  
A multitude of mixed and odd-numbered meters, including 1/4, 5/8, 7/8 and 15/8, are used 
throughout much of this music, perhaps reflecting the unevenness and unpredictability of 
nature. Some pieces have no meter at all, allowing for a natural, chant-like setting of the text.

The centerpiece of the program will be excerpts from Paul Winter’s Missa Gaia*, a mass 
in celebration of Mother Earth.  It was written and premiered in 1981 in New York City at 
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, establishing a performance tradition that continues 
every year on the first Sunday of October, the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. Participants 
come from all over the country to join the Paul Winter Consort in performing this mass and 
experiencing the amazing Procession of the Animals.  With jazz harmonies, infectious rhythms 
and haunting wolf calls, this soulful and uplifting music is truly inspiring and exciting to sing.

Some of the pieces will flow from one to another without applause,  
creating time for personal reflection on the music and texts.  We invite you to sink 
into the silences, to be transported by the unusual soundscapes created by human 
and animal melodies, and to be grounded in primal percussive sounds, as they 
all connect to the emotions of the texts. Most importantly, we invite you to 
join us in singing where indicated, adding your voice to our song!

We are honored to have Emmy award-winning composer Steve Heitzeg speaking before 
the concerts about his advocacy for the “peaceful coexistence of all species through music.” 
There is perhaps no other composer in the country who is as dedicated to writing music for 
the Earth, and we in the Twin Cities are fortunate to have him living and composing among 
us.  In addition to Steve’s compositions, we will sing beautiful pieces by J. David Moore of 
St. Paul, retired St. Olaf professors Kenneth and Carolyn Jennings of Northfield and Conrad 
DeJong, formerly on the faculty at the 
University of River Falls in Wisconsin.

This wonderful group of singers is 
on an unprecedented path of choral 
exploration with many different 
collaborative conductors, each bringing 
his or her own unique perspective 
to the choral experience. Thank 
you, Singers in Accord, for allowing 
me to join you on this leg of your 
journey.  It has been pure joy!

Nancy Grundahl,  
Collaborative Conductor

*Gaia is a term used to describe the 
earth as a model in which its living and 
nonliving parts are viewed as a complex 
interacting system that can be thought 
of as one single vibrant organism.

W



Nancy Grundahl is the conductor of three choirs in the Minneapolis area:  the Angelica Cantanti Concert Choir (youth 

choir), the Riverside Singers of Augsburg College (women’s choir) and the Mayflower Church Adult Choir.  Over 

70 of her compositions and arrangements for these treble and mixed choirs have been put into print by such 

publishers at Santa Barbara, Alliance, Hal Leonard and Augsburg Fortress and are performed around the country. 

She is active as an adjudicator, clinician and guest conductor, and has conducted numerous ACDA honor choirs.

Her work with choirs draws upon her experience as a solo singer and voice teacher. As a soprano soloist, 

she has appeared in recitals and concerts throughout the area, and has taught voice at St. Olaf College. 

Her exploration of vocal techniques for beautiful singing is a focus of her teaching and conducting.

Randall Davidson is active as a composer, producer, teacher, arts administrator, and cellist. He is presently 

the Administrative Director of the National Lutheran Choir and the General Director of Junior Composers, 

an innovative summer program for young composers from around the country. Randall has taught Music 

Business at the University of St Thomas and has been the Fine Arts Manager at Augsburg College. 

His catalogue of works has enjoyed hundreds of performances throughout the U.S. and Europe. He has 

composed dozens of choral works, a church opera, four ballets, a comic oratorio, a work for orchestra for 

Garrison Keillor, (The Young Lutheran’s Guide to the Orchestra), chamber works, three orchestral works, 

television commercials (including four NIKE operas), incidental music for theater and puppets, a major sound 

installation to inaugurate the Minnesota Children’s Museum, and music for jazz and wind ensembles. 

Steve Heitzeg is an Emmy Award-winning composer recognized for his orchestral, choral and chamber music written 

in celebration of the natural world. An advocate for the “peaceful coexistence of all species through music,” Heitzeg 

has amassed a large body of works that address social and ecological issues with vision and compassion. He is 

the recipient of a 2005 Bush Foundation Fellowship, a 2001 McKnight Fellowship and numerous other grants and 

commissions. He was named Minnesota’s “Composer of the Year” in 2000 by the Minnesota Music Academy.

Steve Heitzeg grew up on a dairy farm in southern Minnesota. As a child he studied guitar and piano and 

wrote his first compositions, including a rock opera. Following undergraduate work at Gustavus Adolphus 

College, he received his doctorate in music theory and composition from the University of Minnesota 

School of Music, studying composition with Dominick Argento. He served as the 1993-94 composer-in-

residence at the University of Saint Thomas and has taught at Mankato State University and Gustavus 

Adolphus College. For more information on Steve Heitzeg, please visit www.steveheitzeg.com. 

Matthew Keseley, originally from Plainview, MN., is just finishing his second year at Augsburg 

College, majoring in Music Education.  His major instrument is Percussion.

Andrew Myers is a percussionist and instructor from Minneapolis, MN.  He received his Bachelor of Music in 

Percussion Performance from Augsburg College and has been teaching percussion for over five years in the 

Twin Cities.  Andrew has performed with various orchestras and choirs around the metro and surrounding 

areas, including VocalEssence, the Duluth-Superior Symphony Orchestra, the Minnesota Percussion Trio, 

and the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre.  He plays drum set and percussion in The Second-Hand Opera Artist 

Collective for groups performing folk, pop, funk, experimental jazz, and 20th and 21st century compositions.

Dr. Kristin Tjornehoj is an Associate Professor at UW-River Falls where she conducts the UWRF 

Symphonic Wind Ensemble and St. Croix Valley Orchestra, and teaches related courses. She holds 

a BA and BM from Luther College in Decorah, IA, a Master’s degree in performance from the 

University of Minnesota, and a Ph.D. in Music Education from the University of Minnesota.

Dr. Tjornehoj is active as a conductor, lecturer and performer. She is in demand as a guest conductor 

throughout the region. Dr. Tjornehoj has been involved in the commissioning of numerous pieces for 

wind band. As a lecturer, Dr. Tjornehoj has presented sessions on conducting, repertoire, and motivation 

at numerous conferences for the music and medical communities. In the fall of 2005 she served as 

a visiting professor in Dalkeith, Scotland as part of the Wisconsin in Scotland program. Kristin has 

served the Wisconsin School Music Association as Vice President and Public Relations chair.
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Blue Green Hills of Earth—Kim Oler (from Missa Gaia) 
 For the earth, forever turning, For the skies, for ev’ry sea,
 To our God we sing, returning home to our blue green hills of earth.

 For the mountains, hills and pastures, In their silent majesty, 
 For all life, for all of Nature, sing we our joyful praise to Thee.

 For the sun, for rain and thunder, For the land that makes us free, 
 For the stars, for all the heavens, sing we our joyful praise to Thee.        

  — Kim Oler
 

Soloists:

The Peace of Wild Things—Ken Williams

Kyrie—David Carey

Earth Blessing—Penny Meier

Blue Green Hills of Earth—Jessie Clausen

Readers: 

Michael Mullins 

Stephanie Young-Teske



Song of the Sky Loom—Kenneth Jennings

 Oh, our Mother the Earth, oh, our Father the Sky,

 Your children are we, and with tired backs

 We bring you the gifts that you love.

 Then weave for us a garment of brightness;

 May the warp be the white light of evening,

 May the fringes be the falling rain,

 May the border be the standing rainbow.

 Thus weave for us a garment of brightness

 That we may walk fittingly where birds sing,

 That we may walk fittingly where grass is green,

 Oh, our Mother the Earth, oh, our Father the Sky.

Lay Earth’s Burden Down—Caldwell and Ivory

  On the day when we lay this burden down, gonna pick up a golden crown.  

Children, lay this burden down.  

The earth, she carries a heavy burden. We gotta lay it down.  

The word of warning we have heard and now it’s time to heal the sacred ground.  

Children, lay this burden down.  

We can’t expect the earth to restore us until somebody lays it down.  

Children, now the mission’s been put before us. We gotta get up! You can’t ignore us!  

We gotta take it, break it, throw it on the ground.  

Children, we gotta end earth’s burden. We gotta break earth’s burden.  

It’s time to lay earth’s burden down.  

While the earth grows increasingly tired, the fevered pitch goes higher and higher.  

By desperation we’re inspired to put the burden down.  

Glory, glory, hallelujah! When we lay this burden down.

  — Caldwell and Ivory

Sing with the Earth!

I. GRATITUDE FOR THE EARTH

For the Beauty of the Earth — Plainchant — arr. Nancy Grundahl  

 with audience

READING

I thank you God for most this amazing day — Conrad DeJong

Mi’kmaq Honour Song — arr. Lydia Adams

The Peace of Wild Things – Joan Szymko

I Pray to the Birds — Steve Heitzeg

Wind — Carolyn Jennings

Great Trees — Malcolm Dalglish

For the Future — Malcolm Dalglish

Canticle of Brother Sun — Paul Winter (from Missa Gaia)

 with audience

II. LISTEN TO THE EARTH

READING and CHANT

We Belong to the Earth — J. David Moore

 with audience

Kyrie — by Paul Winter (from Missa Gaia)

Hurt Not the Earth — Steve Heitzeg

Kasar Mie la Gaji — Alberto Grau

Earth—Song — Steve Heitzeg

Earth Blessing — J. David Moore

Song of the Sky Loom — Kenneth Jennings

Lay Earth’s Burden Down — Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory

Blue Green Hills of Earth — Kim Oler–(from Missa Gaia)

 with audience



Sing with the Earth!

I. GRATITUDE FOR THE EARTH

For the Beauty of the Earth—plainchant, arr. Nancy Grundahl
For the beauty of the earth, sing, o sing today.
Of the sky and of our birth, sing, o sing alway.
Nature rules and magnifies, all around us lies,
God of all to Thee we raise grateful hymns of praise.

For the joy of eye and ear, sing, o sing today,
Mystic harmony we hear, sing, o sing alway.
For the heart and mind’s delight found in sound and sight,
God of all to Thee we raise grateful hymns of praise.

 — Folliott S. Pierpont, alt.

This flower indicates an appropriate time for applause.

Hurt Not the Earth—Steve Heitzeg
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, neither the trees.

 — Revelation 7:3

Kasar Mie la Gaji—Alberto Grau
The earth is tired.

Earth-Song—Steve Heitzeg
Hear what the Earth says: Mine and yours;  
Mine, not yours, Earth endures.

 — Ralph Waldo Emerson

Earth Blessing—J. David Moore

  May earth’s song reach us in our deepest, wildest places. 

May it be heard as we move upon her, as we partake of her sustenance. 

As we nestle in her waters and grasses.

  May we hear the voices of the stones, the winds and waters, 

Creatures and plants, above the human chatter. 

Softly but not silently, so we can heed them when we must.

  May all those who try to conquer earth’s powers learn instead from 

Compost and humus and take from them humility, 

Knowing any force conquered is lost forever to the conqueror.

 And at long last, may earth’s protectors  

 declare victory in a mighty sigh of relief.

 May this sigh resound in ocean depths and please all the watery souls.

 May whales and wolves rejoice with weird shouts that all is well.

  May our grandchildren’s grandchildren share legends of when we

 Brought about the end of the time of arrogance and waste.

 May they toss stones from shores, hearing

 Our names echo in the ripples.

 So May it Be.

 — Jack Manno

We Belong to the Earth—J. David Moore  
The earth does not belong to us, we belong to the earth.

Kyrie Eleison—Paul Winter (from Missa Gaia) 
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord, have mercy.



Canticle of Brother Sun—Paul Winter (from Missa Gaia)
 All praise be yours through Brother Sun,
 All praise be yours through Sister Moon,
 By Mother Earth my Lord be praised
 By Brother Mountain, Sister Sea,
 Through Brother Wind and Brother Air,
 Through Sister Water, Brother Fire
 The Stars above give thanks to thee
 All praise to those who live in peace.

  All praise be yours through Brother Wolf,
  All praise be yours through Sister Whale,
  By Nature’s song my Lord be praised
  By Brother Eagle, Sister Loon,
  Through Brother Tiger, and Brother Seal,
  Through Sister Flower, Brother Tree,
  Let creatures all give thanks to thee
  All praise to those who live in peace.

   Ask of the Beasts and they shall teach you
   The beauty of the Earth.
   Ask of the Trees and they shall teach you
   The beauty of the Earth.
   Ask of the Beasts and they shall teach you
   The beauty of the Earth.
   Ask of the Flowers and they shall teach you
   The beauty of the Earth.

    —  Paul Winter, based on writings of St. Francis of Assisi

II.  LISTEN TO THE EARTH

READING ■  This we know.
The earth does not belong to us,
We belong to the earth.
This we know.
All things are connected
Like the blood which unites one family.
All things are connected.

Whatever befalls the earth
Befalls the sons and daughters of the earth.
We did not weave the web of life,
We are merely a strand in it.
Whatever we do to the web,
We do to ourselves.

■ Attributed to Chief Seattle

READING ■ When you step out on the moon and look back, you see the Earth not as something big, 

seeing all the beautiful details, but now you see the Earth as a small thing out there.  And the contrast 

between that bright blue and white Christmas tree ornament and the black sky, that infinite universe, really 

comes through, and the size of it, the significance of it.  It is so small and so fragile and such a precious 

little spot in that universe that you can block it out with your thumb, and you realize that on that small 

spot, that little blue and white thing, is everything that means anything to you – all history and music and 

poetry and art and death and birth and love, tears, joy, games, all of it on that little spot out there that 

you can cover with your thumb.  And you realize from that perspective that you’ve changed, that there’s 

something new there, that the relationship is no longer what it was. ■ Russell Schweickart, Astronaut

The Peace of Wild Things—Joan Szymko
 When despair for the world grows in me
 And I wake in the night at the least sound
 In fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
 I go and lie down where the wood drake
 Rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
 I come into the peace of wild things
 Who do not tax their lives with forethought
 Of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
 And I feel above me the day-blind stars
 Waiting with their light.  For a time
 I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

  — Wendell Berry

i thank you God for most this amazing day—Conrad DeJong

 i thank You God for most this amazing
 day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
 and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
 which is natural which is infinite which is yes

 (i who have died am alive again today,
 and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth
 day of life and of love and wings: and of the gay
 great happening illimitably earth)

 how should tasting touching hearing seeing
 breathing any--lifted from the no
 of all nothing--human merely being
 doubt unimaginable You?

 (now the ears of my ears awake and
 now the eyes of my eyes are opened)

  — e.e.cummings

Mi’kmaq Honour Song—arr. Lydia Adams
 Sung in honor of the Creator.



I Pray to the Birds—Steve Heitzeg

 I pray to the birds,

 I pray to the birds because I believe

 They will carry the messages of my heart upward.

 I pray to them because I believe in their existence,

 The way their songs begin and end each day

 —the invocations and benedictions of earth.

 I pray to the birds because  

 they remind me of what I love

 Rather than what I fear.

 And at the end of my prayers,

 They teach me how to listen.

  — Terry Tempest Williams

Wind—Carolyn Jennings
You are the root and the tree

and the spirit of the tree.

You threaten the nests of sparrow hawks
as well as the nest of sparrows.

Larger than our combined breath,
you illustrate yourself 

with whitecaps and dust storms,
hurricanes and blizzards.

You are also the whisper 
that we do not hear 

as we fetch and drone
in our fast, accustomed orbits.

Dream bringer, cloud chaser, 
shaper of the earth we stand on, 

teach us to heed slight ripples
from zephyr or stone.

Teach us to listen 
when there is nothing to be heard.

— Joan Wolf Prefontaine

Great Trees—Malcolm Dalglish

 Slowly, slowly they return

  To the small woodland let alone: 

 Great trees, outspreading and bright,

  Apostles of the living light.

 Patient as stars, they build in air

 Tier after tier a timbered choir, 

 Stout beams upholding weightless grace

  Of song, a blessing on this place.

 They stand in waiting all around,

 Uprisings of their native ground. 

 Downcomings of the distant light;

  They are the advent they await.

 Receiving sun and giving shade, 

 Their life’s a benefaction made, 

 And is a benediction said

 Over the living and the dead.

 In fall their brightened leaves, released,

 Fly down the wind, and we are pleased 

 To walk on radiance, amazed.

  O light come down to earth, be praised!

  — Wendell Berry

For the Future—Malcolm Dalglish 

 Planting trees early in spring,

 we make a place for birds to sing 

 in time to come. How do we know? 

 They are singing here now. 

 There is no other guarantee

 that singing will ever be.

  — Wendell Berry


