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Singers in Accord is uniquely structured as a singer‐led organization, dedicated to
exploring our humanity through performances of culturally diverse choral music. The
auditioned chorale collaborates with a new conductor, performing artist or artistic
ensemble in each concert, to create distinctive concert experiences for its singers and
audience members. Singers in Accord strives to enrich the cultural life of Minnesota
communities through outreach, education and innovative performances. The chorale
was founded in 2009 by several members of the former World Voices ensemble. It is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation that does not employ paid staff. Singers in Accord is
administrated entirely by volunteers, most of whom are from within the chorale.
Because of this, financial support given is tax deductible and goes directly to supporting
its artistic mission and community outreach efforts. To that end, the ensemble strives
to make concerts free, where possible, or extremely affordable, so anyone who wishes
to experience a high‐quality musical performance has the opportunity to do so without
an economic barrier. For more information, please visit: www.singersinaccord.org.
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Mark your calendar for these upcoming
Singers in Accord performances:

“Live, Laugh, Love”
Sat. May 14, 2011  7:30 p.m.
Unity Church— St. Paul, MN
Sun. May 15, 2011  4:00 p.m.
Spirit of Hope Methodist Church
Golden Valley, MN
Singers in Accord is thrilled to welcome
back renowned musician and choral
conductor Jerry Rubino, to conduct the
chorale in a wonderful collection of
classical, folk, pop and jazz choral music.
Jerry’s meticulous crafting of the choral sound always leaves the audience,
and singers, awed and inspired. Join Singers in Accord as they conclude
their 20102011 concert season with this entertaining program that will
span time and genre!

Please visit www.singersinaccord.org for concert details & updates.

Please support Singers in Accord

Without your generous donations, our mission in the community
simply would not be possible.
Donation envelopes can be left today at the Singers in Accord donation table.
Donations are also accepted online at www.singersinaccord.org
Or you can mail a contribution to: 2637 32nd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
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Collaborating Director, J.D. Steele
J.D. Steele is closely involved with Shangilia as the founder and
Artistic Director of the Shangilia Youth Choir of Kenya. The group
debuted in Kenya in 2005 and has toured internationally with J.D.,
including a 2010 performance at the Flint Hills International
Children's Festival in St. Paul, MN.
J.D. and his dynamic musical siblings, The Steeles, have been a
fixture in the Minnesota music scene since the mid‐1980s, touring
internationally and garnering countless major music awards and
accolades. J.D. began his career singing and arranging jingles
for local and national clients, including Kodak and Target. Through
the years, J.D. has produced, performed on, and recorded countless
albums and has established himself as a sought‐after songwriter and composer. He has
been commissioned on ten original musicals and was honored with a Bush Artist
Composer Fellowship in 2003.
Working with students is a passion for J.D. He has taught and developed music workshop
curricula across the U.S. for K‐12 students as well as university music programs. He also
currently directs the MacPhail Community Youth Choir (MCYC), bringing together youth
in grades 9‐12 from throughout the Twin Cities area for music and friendship. The group
of energetic young people is open to students of all skill levels and performs many styles
of music, including jazz, gospel, pop and East African. MCYC performed with the Shangilia
Youth Choir of Kenya at the Flint Hills International Children's Festival in June of 2010 and
most recently was honored to perform at the inauguration of Minnesota Governor Mark
Dayton.
For more information on J.D. Steele, please visit www.thesteelesmusic.com.

Special Thank You to our Concert Sponsors
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are dedicated to bringing high quality audio products to
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Collaborating Ensembles
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He Will See You Through
David Blakely / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
If when your faith is very small,
seems no one really cares at all,
or when your heart is heavy from the load you bear;
remember God is on the throne,
He’ll never leave you alone.
Trust, have faith in Him, each and every day.
You’ll never walk along life’s paths alone. No, never.
For He is there and He cares, He will see you through.
ʺHe Will See You Through" was written for The Steeles when they were singing
as a family growing up in Gary, Indiana. This is the first performance of this song
and its choral arrangement by a group other than The Steeles.

Try Real Love
Collaborating Musicians
Bill Munson, Pianist / Singers in Accord Accompanist
Bill Munson is the Music Coordinator at Faith Lutheran Church in Forest Lake, MN,
where he leads the music ministry program. A Minnesota native, Munson holds a
Bachelor of Music in piano performance from the University of Minnesota and a
Masters of Music in Collaborative Piano from the University of Colorado. Bill has
studied piano with Dr. Alexander Braginsky and Professor Robert Spillman and has
served as a Vocal Coach at Metro State College of Denver in Colorado. Bill and his
wife, Lisa, and their dogs, Schubert and Chopin, currently live in Saint Paul.

Fred Steele, Pianist
Fred Steele is in constant demand for corporate shows throughout the United
States. His voice can be heard on countless voiceovers and vocal advertisements
for companies including Levi’s and Wilson Leather. His Inspirational Gospel CDs for
Compass and Lifescapes are still a top‐selling series in the United States today. He
is a noted composer, arranger and producer. His acting and singing in the musical
production, “Mahalia,” the soundtrack for which is available from Promised Land
Productions, has taken him on tour around the United States.

Edwin Hawkins / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
MacPhail Community Youth Choir & Suzuki String Ensemble
If you want the world to be a better place to live in,
try real love, try real peace.
Don’t put it off. Try the real thing today.
Open up the windows, the windows of heaven.
Pour you out a blessing that you never had
Edwin Hawkins is a Grammy Awardwinning American gospel and R&B musi
cian, pianist, choir master, composer and arranger living in Oakland, California.
He and the Edwin Hawkins Singers are considered to be the originators of the
urban contemporary gospel sound. His arrangement of "Oh Happy Day" (1968–
69) was included on the Songs of the Century list.

It Is Well
Words by Horatio Spafford, Music by Philip Bliss / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot,
Thou has taught me to say
It is well with my soul.
The inspiration for this hymn came from a series of intensely traumatic events
which Spafford suffered during a short period of his life. In 1871, his son died at
the age of four, and later that year the great Chicago Fire took a financial toll on
him. Just 2 years later, in 1873, his four daughters and wife sailed ahead to
Europe while he was delayed in Chicago to tend to business. While crossing the
Atlantic, the ship sank rapidly after a collision with a sailing ship, and all four of
Spafford's daughters died. His wife Anna survived and sent him the now famous
telegram, "Saved alone." Shortly afterwards, as Spafford traveled to meet his
grieving wife, he was inspired to write these words as his ship passed near where
his daughters had died.

Be Grateful
Walter Hawkins / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
Be grateful. God has not promised me sunshine.
That's not the way it's going to be.
But a little rain mixed with God's sunshine;
A little pain makes me appreciate the good times.
Be grateful. God desires to feel your longing.
Every pain that you feel He feels them just like you.
But he can't afford to let you feel only good.
Then you can appreciate the good times
Be grateful for it will be alright.
Walter Hawkins was an American gospel music singer and a pastor in California.
Brother of Edwin Hawkins, he helped to establish The Edwin Hawkins Singers,
whose hit song “Oh Happy Day" became one of the first gospel songs to cross over
onto mainstream music charts. He died on July 11, 2010 at the age of 61 from
pancreatic cancer.

Kenyari Jackson, Percussion
Kenyari Jackson has been playing drums professionally since the tender age of
eight. He has performed with Minnesota’s First Family of Soul, The Steeles, James
Greer and Nu Friends, the U of M Gospel Choir and the National Baptist
Convention. He has performed in national houses like the Historic State Theater,
Ordway Center for Performing Arts, The Guthrie Theater and O’Shaughnessy
Auditorium, as well as the Illusion Theater. Kenyari has studied under some of the
nation’s best drummers, including Michael Bland, formerly of Prince and New
Power Generation, Trenaud Grahm, formerly of the Grammy Award‐winning
Sounds of Blackness, Larry Robinson and Darryl Boudreaux of The Steeles and The
Sounds of Blackness. He is currently heard every Sunday at Progressive Baptist
Church in St. Paul.

Yohannes Tona, Bassist
Yohannes Tona is one of the most regularly employed, most sought‐after bass
players in the Twin Cities. He has played with the Grammy Award‐winning Sounds
of Blackness, Minnesota Music Award winner Alicia Wiley and a host of others.
Presently, he backs piano virtuoso Nachito Herrera each month at famed nightspot
The Dakota and the legendary Dr. Mambo's Combo, Monday nights at Bunker’s
(Mpls). He played the Paris Jazz Festival with iconic guitarist‐composer‐vocalist Jef
Lee Johnson, has backed The Steeles, Darnell Davis & the Remnant and, in 2008,
released The Yohannes Tona Band’s debut CD, “Sands from the Desert.”
Born in Awassa, Ethiopia, to a mom who sang spirituals and a dad he describes as
“the baddest organ and accordion player in town,” Yohannes picked up acoustic
guitar when he was about eight. After high school he studied at Yared Music
School, in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa. By the time Tona set his sights on
Berklee College of Music (Boston), he was playing so well, he earned a scholarship.
In the midst of his studies a friend invited him to St. Paul. Word of his musicianship
got around and the friend landed Yohannes a job as musical director for St. Paul’s
Ethiopian Evangelical Church and a scholarship to continue his studies. Presently,
he’s writing new material as well as producing other local and international artists.

Message from Singers in Accord
We are pleased to welcome you to “Ignite the Spirit, Realize the Dream,” our most
ambitious, multi‐faceted undertaking to date. Our mission is to engage and uplift our
community through collaborative choral music. This concert brings together our
collaborating conductor J.D. Steele, and The MacPhail Community Youth Choir and
Suzuki String Ensemble. At a time when there seems to be much pessimism, Singers in
Accord and our collaborators wish to make a musical statement about what is good
about our community and the hope we see in our youth.
While tonight we “sing locally,” we are also “thinking globally” and becoming more
aware of the needs of the children at the Shangilia School in Nairobi, Kenya. We are
aware that we are connected to these children through our common humanity and our
shared love of music.
Immediately following the concert, you will have an additional opportunity to make a
donation which will be given directly to the Shangilia Foundation USA. Since Singers in
Accord is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit corporation, your donation is fully tax deductible.
Thank you for being here. It is our hope that the music tonight will leave you feeling
uplifted and connected to us, to each other, and to the children of Shangilia.
Dan Digre
Chairman of the Board / Singers in Accord

Shangilia Foundation USA
Shangilia  Tumshangilieni (Swahili for Let Us
Rejoice – known simply to the world as
"Shangilia") is a child rescue and support
center and residence, presently located in
Nairobi's Kangemi slum. It is the last hope for
some of Kenya's neediest youth and is
unique in its commitment to the performing
arts, which is at the core of its child
rehabilitation philosophy and process. At the
center, each child's needs and aptitudes are
addressed individually and each learns performing arts along with classic
schooling. It is also home to the Shangilia Youth Choir of Kenya, founded and
directed by J.D. Steele.
The "Shangilia model" has become the subject of study by academics and
other child‐support institutions throughout East Africa. Shangilia Foundation
USA (SFUSA) channels contributed support from the U.S. to Tumshangilieni
and provides advisory and emotional support to the incredible work done
by the center's staff, who tend to Kenya's future every day of the year.
For more information on Shangilia Foundation USA, please visit
www.shangiliafoundationusa.org.
(Shangilia Photo Courtesy of Micocci Productions)

Old Man River
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein & adapted by J.D. Steele , Music by Jerome Kern II
arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
Dana Skoglund, soloist

Here we all work, on the Mississippi.
Here we all work, while the rich boss plays.
Getting no rest, from the dawn to the sunset.
Getting no rest, till the judgment day.
You don’t look up. You don’t look down.
You don’t dare make the rich boss frown
Bend your knees and bow your head and tote that bar until you’re dead.
Let me go way from the Mississippi.
Let me go way from the rich mans bonds.
Show me that stream called the river of Jordan.
That’s the old stream that I long to cross.
Old Man River, that Old man River, he don’t say nothing.
He must know something.
But Old Man River he just keeps rolling along.
You know he don’t plant taters and we all know,
we know the man don’t plant no cotton
and then, them that planted oh the Lord knows, they’re so forgotten
but old man river he just keeps rolling along.
You and me sometimes we have to sweat and strain.
Our bodies are aching and racked with a whole lotta pain.
Tote that bar, lift that bale, get a little drunk and you land in jail.
I get weary and so sick of tryin. I’m tired of living and ‘fraid of dying.
But old man river, he just keep rollin along.
"Ol' Man River" from the 1927 musical Show Boat compares the struggles of the
life of early 20th Century African Americans to the Mississippi River, which
continues to flow regardless of the obstacles it encounters. The most wellknown
song from the musical, “Ol’ Man River” is sung by a black dock worker named Joe
who sings of the treatment of his fellow black men and their silent suffering.

Taking It To The Streets
Words and Music by Michael McDonald / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
MacPhail Community Youth Choir & Suzuki String Ensemble
J.D. Steele & Fred Steele, soloists

You don’t know me but I’m your brother.
I was raised here in this living hell.
You don’t know my kind in your world.
Fairly soon the time will tell.
You, telling me the things you’re gonna do for me.
I ain’t blind and I don’t like what I think I see.
Takin’ it to the streets.
Take this message to my brother.
You will find him everywhere.
Wherever people live together tied in poverty’s despair.
You, telling me the things you’re gonna do for me.
I ain’t blind and I don’t like what I think I see.
Takin’ it to the streets.
“Taking It To The Streets” was originally recorded in 1976 by The Doobie
Brothers and was written by their new songwriter and singer, Michael
McDonald. The Doobie Brothers were inducted into The Vocal Group Hall of
Fame in 2004.

Spiritual Medley
(Oh Freedom, Hold On, Motherless Child)
Traditional Negro Spirituals / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord & MacPhail Community Youth Choir
Kim Wettleland, soloist

Oh Freedom, over me. And before I be a slave,
I’ll be buried in my grave and go home to my Lord, and be free.
Hold on just a little while longer everything will be alright.
Sometimes I feel like a motherless child a long way from home.
Hold on just a little while longer everything will be alright.
Spirituals (or Negro spirituals) are religious songs which were sung by African
people enslaved in America. Taken to America and forced to live without their
language, religion, and culture, the slaves survived a fate that is unimaginable to
us. But out of their ordeal, the Negro Spiritual was born. This medley celebrates
the rich history of the spiritual which gave rise to the musical traditions of the
blues and gospel music.

Program notes from J.D. Steele
When I was first approached by Singers In Accord to collaborate with them in concert, I
was truly delighted to come and share with this richly talented musical family. What I
did not expect was for them to turn this into a benefit for “the Beautiful Ones" of the
Shangilia Youth Choir of Nairobi, Kenya, and the building of their new home. I am so
grateful for their generosity and the giving of their time and talent to help in the
endeavors of Shangilia Foundation USA. It is also exciting to present this concert as
part of this month’s celebration of African American history.
The music presented here tonight represents the various styles integrating the
gospel, jazz, and blues genres with the Brazilian and African musical diaspora. My
method of teaching is by rote. It is the abilities of the singers to feel and sing the music
that breathes life into the arrangements. "Brazilian Rhyme" was written by Maurice
White of Earth, Wind and Fire. It reminds me of the times I have spent in Brazil. I
added "That’s Why We Sing" because EWF and their vocal arrangements inspired me
to sing also. “Love as One" is a classical composition that I wrote as a work in
progress as we rehearsed over the last two months. This is the premiere performance
of this piece, featuring a classically infused piano arrangement by the fiercely talented
pianist Bill Munson. The traditional African songs are arrangements inspired by my 6
years of working with the Shangilia Youth Choir of Kenya. In honor of Black History
month, the Negro spiritual medley reveals the richness of the melodies as well as the
history of this most significant musical genre. As a tribute to the genius of the late,
great gospel singer/composer Walter Hawkins, "Be Grateful" and "Try Real Love" are
two of my favorite compositions of his, as they both speak to a universal message of
love and gratitude. “Old Man River" from the musical "Show Boat" was made famous
by the Temptations’ arrangement in 1967. It had a profound musical effect on me in
my teens. It is sung by a black man in the musical, but Dana Skoglund’s magnificent
bass voice is the closest thing I've heard to the Temptations’ Melvin Franklin in a long
time. "He Will See You Through" was written for my family, The Steeles, when we were
singing as a family growing up in Gary, Indiana. It was written by one of my early
musical mentors, David Blakely, and has only been performed before by my family. I
rearranged it for choir as a tribute to my historical influence.
My involvement as artistic director of the MacPhail Community Youth Choir and
collaboration with the MacPhail Suzuki String Ensemble has been nothing short of
inspiring for me. These young people are our future global citizens. We are living in
a revolutionary time of connectedness. The opportunities for them to connect
with young people around the world are boundless. These young people are going to
make the world a better place. Their talents are limitless. We are all sharing in a
wonderful multi‐generational musical experience with this performance opportunity.
It is with pure joy that I have had the opportunity to work with this wonderful artistic
collage. I hope the music you hear and feel tonight is compelling and inspiring. On
behalf of Shangilia Foundation USA, we thank you so much for your support.
"Try real love, try real peace, don’t put it off, try the real thing today..."

Concert Program
Brazilian Rhyme  That's Why We Sing
Maurice White / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
Inspired by a monthlong trip to Argentina and Brazil by band member Maurice
White, “Brazilian Rhyme” is one of the songs on the 1977 All 'N All album by the
Chicagobased band Earth, Wind & Fire. The album won a Grammy for Best
R&B Vocal Performance by A Duo, Group or Chorus in 1978. Earth, Wind & Fire
was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2000.

Love As One
Words and Music by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord & MacPhail Suzuki String Ensemble
Bill Munson, piano
J.D. Steele & Penny Meier, soloists

Love will sing a message in a song we’ll understand.
Just believe we’ll overcome life’s true disasters and all its glory.
We’ll love as one.
We are only human and our hearts are all the same.
From our veins we all bleed blue to red.
And all our memories, they don’t go easily
when all is said and done we’ll love as one
Sharing and caring is what really matters.
It’s what makes the whole world go round.
If we are willing to lift one another no greater love can be found.
We must consider. We must deliver to all of the children
a legacy of hope, joy, peace and love.
In the beginning we are born into this world just to share.
We breathe the same air.
And we must treasure every moment,
every measure life gives to us
and love as one.
This is the premiere of this piece,
written by J.D. Steele for this performance.

You've Got A Friend
Words and Music by Carole King / arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord
MacPhail Community Youth Choir & Suzuki String Ensemble
J.D. Steele & Fred Steele, soloists

When you’re down and troubled and you need some love and care
and nothing is going right. Close your eyes and think of me
and soon I will be there to brighten up even your darkest nights.
You just call out my name, and you know wherever I am,
I'll come running, to see you again. Winter, spring, summer, or fall,
all you have to do is call and I'll be there. You've got a friend.
If the sky above you grows dark and full of clouds
and that old north wind should begin to blow.
Keep your head together and call my name out loud
and soon I will be knocking upon your door.
“You’ve Got a Friend” was written and recorded by Carole King in 1971 but was
made famous by James Taylor that same year. "You've Got a Friend" won Grammy
Awards both for Taylor (Best Male Pop Vocal Performance) and King (Song of the
Year).

Yungay Me Twalo (Sung in Swahili)
Traditional East African Chant arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord & MacPhail Community Youth Choir
English Translation:
Every burden shall be rolled away.

Yote Yaweh Ze Kana (Sung in Swahili)
Traditional East African Chant arranged by J.D. Steele
Singers in Accord & MacPhail Community Youth Choir
Nicole Collins, soloist

English Translation:
All things are possible if you believe in the spirit within yourself.
These chants are from the traditions of the Masai people of East Africa. Unlike
their western counterparts, the Masai generally don't use musical instruments
when they are singing or dancing. All of their music is vocal traditionally in a call
andresponse pattern. The Masai are known for what is called the “jumping
dance." This particular dance is performed by the men of the village, who leap into
the air to show their strength and stamina as tribal warriors.

